Clinical Snippets  by unknown
536 Journal of Investigative Dermatology (2006), Volume 126 © 2006 The Society for Investigative Dermatology
CLINICAL SNIPPETS
Photodynamic Therapy: a Negative Study
de Graaf and co-work-
ers used photody-
namic therapy (PDT) 
on the forearms and 
hands of organ-trans-
plant recipients to 
assess its effect on the 
development of new 
squamous cell carcinomas and on the number of keratotic skin lesions. Although 
PDT reduced the increase of keratotic skin lesions, it did not appear to prevent 
the occurrence of new squamous cell carcinomas. These results, coupled with the 
fact that nearly 80% of the patients reported pain and irritation immediately after 
the treatment, led investigators to conclude that PDT is not a promising preventive 
therapy in organ-transplant recipients. See page 569
Mutations in Utah
Eliason and co-workers tested families for mutations 
in three melanoma-predisposition gene products 
—CDKN2A, CDK4, and ARF. They found four differ-
ent pathogenic CDKN2A mutations in five families, 
mutations of uncertain significance in two families, 
and known polymorphisms in three families. In the 
population-based set of Utah families, the prevalence 
of CDKN2A mutations was 8.2%. Having four or more 
first- or second-degree relatives with melanoma, or a 
family member with at least three primary melanomas, 
correlated strongly with carrying a CDKN2A mutation. 
See page 660
A Model with Saggy Skin
The Sagg/+ mouse phenotype resembles 
subtypes of Ehlers-Danlos syndrome and 
cutis laxa. As reported by Christner and 
co-workers, the dermis of this mouse 
model has less dense and more disorga-
nized collagen fibers, with a mutation in 
type V collagen that leads to haplo-insuf-
ficiency. Two sub-populations of collagen 
fibrils form: one is normal, but one has 
an irregular shape and a larger diameter. 
Saggy people may be able to blame their 
genes, not their habits. See page 595
Ticks in Kindergarten
“Forest kindergartens” are 
all-season, full-time, outdoor 
schools for children, a concept 
pioneered in Germany in 
1993. In Baden-Württemberg, 
Weisshaar and co-workers 
analyzed the numbers of tick 
bites and cases of borreliosis 
in 506 children in 25 forest 
kindergartens and 1,201 
children in 28 conventional 
kindergartens. Children 
attending a forest kindergarten 
had 2.8 times the risk of 
experiencing tick bites and 
4.6 times the risk of suffering 
from borreliosis compared 
with children in conventional 
kindergarten. Protective 
behavior in the parents of 
forest kindergarten children 
was significantly better than 
that in the parents of children 
in conventional kindergarten. 
The lesson? Preventing tick 
bites is a must, and hanging 
out in the forest doesn’t help. 
See page 584
Monoclonal Basal 
Cells
Most basal cell carcinomas 
(BCCs) lose the 
heterozygosity (LOH) of 
chromosome 9. Shulman and 
colleagues genotyped 41 
anatomically distinct tumors, 
in 15 female patients, for 
LOH at chromosome 9q22.3 
and the inactivation pattern 
of the X chromosome. They 
found that in anatomically 
distinct BCC lesions, the 
same allele is lost (9q) or 
the same X chromosome 
is inactivated. Their 
conclusions: most BCCs are 
of monoclonal origin.  See 
page 676
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